500 years of| 
[resistance 


1992 marks the 500th year of Columbus's first expedition to 
"America". Many governments and corporations are celebrating 
this as "An Encounter Of Cultures". The counter movement, 
loosely organised under the banner "500 Years Of Resistance”, 
seeks to debunk the prevailing myths about Columbus and to 
commemorate instead the resistance to the colonial project which 
has continued down to the present day. 


Here we present just some of the documents and reports of actions 
that we have received. We hope to circulate more information 
soon, so please send us any reports/leaflets/plans etc. that you 
have. 


WHY THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT OPPOSES 
CoLUMBUS DAY AND COLUMBUS DAY PARADES 


by Glenn Morris and Russell Means 
(from the Denver Post, Oct 12, 1991) 


When Taino Indians saved Christopher Columbus from certain 
death on the fateful moming of Oct. 12, 1492, a glorious 
opportunity presented itself. The cultures of Europe and the 
Americas could have merged, and the beauty of both races could 
have flourished. 


Unfortunately, what occurred-was neither beautiful nor heroic. 
Just as Columbus could not, and did not, "discover" a hemisphere 
that was already inhabited by nearly 100 million people, his arrival 


cannot; and will not, be recognized as a heroic and celebratory 


event by indigenous peoples. 


Unlike the Western tradition, which presumes some absolute 
concept of objective truth, and consequently, one "factual" 
depiction of history, the indigenous view recognizes that there 
exist many truths in the world and many legitimate recollections 
of any giver historical event, depending on one 's perspective and 
experiences. 


| From an indigenous vantage point, Columbus’ arrival was a 
disaster from the beginning. Although his own diaries indicated 
that he was greeted by the Taino Indians with the most generous 
hospitality he had ever known, he immediately began the 
enslavement and slaughter of the Indian peoples of the Caribbean 
islands. As the eminent Columbus biographer Samuel Eliot 


Morison admits in his book, Admiral of the Ocean Sea, 
Columbus was personally responsible for enslavement and murder 
of indigenous peoples. He was personally responsible for. the 
design and operation of the encomienda system that tied Indians 
as ‘slaves to the lands stolen from them by the European invaders. 


As detailed in the American Heritage Magazine (October,1976), 
Columbus personally oversaw the genocide of the Taino Indian 
nation of what is now Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
Consequently, this murderer, despite his historical notoriety, 
deserves no recognition or accolades as a hero; he deserves no 
respect as a visionary; and he is not worthy of a state or national 
holiday in his honor. 


Defenders of Columbus and his holiday argue that indigenous 
peoples unfairly judge Columbus, a 15th century actor, by the 
moral and legal standards of the late 20th century. Such a defense 
implies that no moral or legal constraints applied to individuals 
such as Columbus, or countries, in 1492. As Roger: Williams 
details in his book, The American Indian in Western Legal 
Thought, not only were there European moral and legal principles 
in 1492, but they largely favored the rights of indigenous peoples 
to be free from unjustified invasion and pillage by Europeans. 


Unfortunately, the issue of Columbus and Columbus Day is not, 
easily resolvable with a disposition of Columbus, the man. . 
Columbus Day as a national, and international, phenornenon 
reflects a much larger dynamic that promotes myriad myths and 
historical lies that have been used through the ages to dehumanize 
Indians, justifying the theft of our lands, the attempted destruction _ 
of our nations, and the genocide against our people. Since: the | 
15th Century, the myth of Columbus' discovery has been used in 
the development of laws and policies that reek of Orwell's 
doublespeak: theft equals the righteous spread of civilization, 
genocide is God's deliverance of the wilderness from the savages, 
and the destruction of Indian societies implies the superiority of 
European values and institutions over indigenous ones. 


Columbus Day is a perpetuation of racist assumptions that the 
Western Hemisphere was a ‘wasteland cluttered with savages 
awaiting the blessings of Western "civilization." Throughout the’ 
hemisphere, educational systems perpetuate these myths oo 
suggesting that indigenous peoples have contributed nothing to 
the world, and, consequently, should be grateful for their 
colonization and their microwave ovens. 


As Alfred Crosby; Kirkpatrick Sale, and Jack Weatherford have 
illustrated in their books, not only was the Western Hemisphere a 
virtual..ecological..and health. paradise. prior. to 1492,  but..the 
Indians of the Americas have been responsible for such 

‘revolutionary: global contributions. as. the model. for U.S. 
~ constitutional government, agricultural advances that currently 


"medical and medicinal techniques still in use today. 


If you find it difficult to believe that Indians had developed 
highly complex and sophisticated societies, then you have been 
victimized by an educational and social system that has given you 
a retarded, distorted view of history. The operation of this view 
has also enabled every country in this hemisphere, including the 
US., to continue. its destruction of Indian peoples. From the 
jungles of Brazil to the highlands of Guatemala, from the Chaco 
of Paraguay to the Supreme Court of the United States, Indian 
people remain in a perpetual state of danger from the systems that 
Christopher Columbus began in 1492. 


Throughout the Americas, Indian people remain at the bottom 
of every socioeconomic indicator, we are under continuing 
physical attack, and are afforded the least access to economic, 


_ political, or legal redress. Despite these constant and unbridled ~ 


assaulis, we have resisted, we have survived, and we refuse to 
surrender any more of our homeland or to disappear into the 
romantic sunset. 


To dignify Columbus and his legacy with parades, holidays and 
other celebrations is intolerable to us. As the original peoples of 
this land, we cannot, and will not, countenance social and 
political festivities that celebrate our genocide. We are embarking 
on a two-.. pronged campaign in the quincentenary year to 
confront the continuing racism against Indian people. 


First, we are advocating that the divisive Columbus Day 
holiday should be replaced by a celebration that is much more 
inclusive and more accurately reflective of the cultural and racial 
richness of the Americas. Such a holiday will provide respect and 
acknowledgement to every group and individual of the importance 
and value of their heritage, and will allow a more honest and 
accurate portrayal of the evolution of the hemisphere. It will also 
provide an opportunity for greater understanding and respect as 
our societies move ahead into the next 500 years. Opponenis to 
this suggestion react as though this proposal is an attack on 
ancient time-honored holiday, but Columbus Day has been a 
national holiday only since 1971 - and in 1991, hopefully, we can 
correct the errors of the past, moving forward in an atmosphere 
of mutual respect and inclusiveness. 


Second, and related to the first, is the advancement of an active 
militant campaign to demand that federal, state, and local 
authorities begin the removal of anti-Indian icons throughout the 
country.. Beginning with Columbus, we are insisting on the 
removal of statues, street names, public parks, and any other 
public object that seeks to celebrate or honor devastators of 
Indian peoples. We will take an active role of opposition to 
public displays, parades, and celebrations that champion Indian 
haters. We encourage others, in every community in the land, to 
educate themselves and to take responsibility for the removal of 
anti-Indian vestiges among them. 


For people of goodwill, there is no better time for the 
re-examination of the past, and a rectification of the historical 
regord for future generations, than the 50Qth anniversary of 
Columbus’ arrival. There is no better place for this re-examination 
to begin than in Colorado, ‘the. birthplace of the Columbus Day 


’ provide 60 percent of the world's. daily diet, and. hundreds of ... 


holiday. 


Russell. Means and Glenn Morris. wrote this position statement on 


behalf of the American Indian Movement of Colorado, 1574 
South Pennsylvania St., Denver, CO. 


‘THE CONTINENTAL INDIGENOUS. COORDINATING 
COMMISSION ON 500 YEARS OF 
INDIAN RESISTANCE 


Marcial Arias and Atencio Lopez, coordinators of the Asociacion 
Kunas Unidos por Nabguana (Kuna) on Nov 20, 1991, called for 
an all-indian Continental Meeting, to. establish a clear Indian 
position within the 500 Years Resistance activities. The all-Indian 
Continental Meeting took place on December 19-21 in Kuna Yala 
(Panama). The following document was issued by the meeting: 


Representatives of Indigenous organizations from South,. Central, 
and North America met in Kuna Yala, the Kuna Nation, in the 
country of ._ Panama, from the 19-21 of December, 1991, and 
solemnly declare the following: 


There is an urgent need to unify the Indigenous peoples (Original 
Nations) of the continent. We want to re-establish and utilize the 
historical links that were disrupted by the invading colonizers. In 
this way, together, we are planning the reconstruction of our 
communities. 


On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the European 
invasion, we reaffirm our historical commitment to unity and to 
the development of a plan to mobilize for 500° Years of Indian 
Resistance and Struggle against colonialism. 


We are declaring to the world that, despite more than five 
centuries of genocide, more than 40 million Indigenous peoples 
from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego continue to live and plan for our 
future. 


We maintain a firm position against all forms of colonialism, 
neocolonialism, and internal and external racism..We reject all 
kinds of manipulation and ideological or political imposition, 
because we, as peoples, have our own ideology. We support 
alliances with other popular sectors in order. to. change the 
conditions of injustice in which oppressed peoples. of the world 
find. themselves today. 


Hence, we have decided the following: 


1. To form a commission charged with organizing, through a 
meeting of Indigenous peoples, the establishment of a continental 
coordinating body of indigenous organizations and peoples. This 
continental coordinating body will consist of representatives of all 
indigenous peoples, Original Nations, of Abia Yala* (*Land of 
Life-the American continent in the Kuna Language). 


2. To carry out a coordinated plan of action for 500 Years of 
Indian. .Resistance and Struggle against colonialism. 


3. To organize workshops and continental gatherings in order to 
make known the Indian position regarding the 500 years, with the 
goal of attaining a definitive unity at the continental level. 


We reject the celebrations of the so-called "Quincentennial of the 
Discovery of America", "Encounter of Two Worlds", and the 
"Quincentennial of Evangelization." We are promoting actions at 
the regional, national, and continental levels which respond to the 


- fundamental interests of our peoples and honor our ancestors who 
gave their lives defending the dignity of our peoples. In the same 
spirit, we will continue to confront oppressive forces, such as 
military invasion and repression, and exploitation of our territories 
by transnational corporations. 


" We reaffirm our commitment to a continental Indigenous alliance, 
and to reciprocal support in our struggles for rights and 
self-determination, traditional ways of life, religion, culture, and 
protection of our Mother Earth with all her resources. 


We vigorously condemn the recent massacre of our Paez brothers 
[and sisters] in Colombia which occurred on December 17, 1991. 
This is just one more example of the genocide that has been 
waged against indigenous peoples for the past five hundred years. 


Finally, we call on all nations, organizations, and Indian 
-communities of the continent, even the most isolated ones, to 
unite in this great effort for action and continental coordination, 
on the path towards the liberation of our peoples. 


The Association of KUNAS United for Nabguana (KUNA). has 
been selected as the communications center of the Continental 
Indian commission formed at the Kuna Yala (Panama) meeting. 
For further information please contact: KUNA Via Espana, Edif. 
Brasilia Piso 1, Oficina 9-A Apartado Postal 536° Panama 1, 
PANAMA. Fax (507) 693-514 Telf: (507) 638-879 » 


SANTA MARIA OCCUPIED 
- From the Monday, December 16, 1991 Vancouver Sun front page: 


What's that old ditty? In Fourteen Hundred and Ninety Two, 
Columbus sailed the ocean blue... and then he met up with a group 
of Canadian Indians in Puerto Rico and he wasn't going 
anywhere... 


Okay, so maybe the verse doesn't go quite like that. But they'll 
have to rework ‘the old playground song after what happened in 
Puerto del Rey Sunday when Indian warriors from British 
Columbia occupied the Santa Maria- one of three ships that left 
Spain two months ago to commemorate the original voyage of 
Christopher Columbus. 


The four men boarded the ship docked in the Puerto Rican port 
town at 9am and refused to leave until the Spanish consul met 
with their hereditary chiefs. "We simply jumped on, told them we 
were seizing the boat, and we started singing our songs and we 
sat down," said Art Loring, 36, of Gitwangak.. "They were very 
_ stunned. They could not do anything. They were very afraid of 
us. They did not ask us to leave or try to force us to leave." 


Three hours later, the Spanish consul met with the hereditary 
-chiefs and took their list of seven demands--including the call for 
an apology for the celebration. 


“This is a celebration of the death of our Indian nations, the 

senseless destruction of our resources and the racist policies and 

legislation that continue to override us today,” said Wii Seeks, a 
hereditary chief of the Gitksan people.” 


’ ‘The chiefs also demanded an apology for 500 years of represssion, 
- a commitment from the Spanish govearnment that it will petstiade 


Canada and other nations to apologize to all indigenous people, 


and money to begin the process. The chiefs also want the ships 
to fly the Gitksan Wet'suwet'en banner in all ports. The Spanish 
consul took the demands and agreed to pass them along to the 


Spanish government, and the B.C. chiefs agreed to leave the ship. 


‘Wii Seeks said more than 40 police officers descended on the 


dock during the occupation, but no charges were laid. "We have 
registered our opposition to the Columbus celebration,” Wii Seeks 
said. "We've raised the public conscience." 


The natives put to sea Dec.2 from Nassau Harbor in the Bahamas 
aboard the Sea Shepherd II, which had been renamed Aligat--a 
Gitksan word meaning warrior. The group had hoped to intercept 
the Santa Maria and two other replica ships at sea. But the ships 
changed course and the U.S. Coast Guard escorted them along the 
coast to Puerto del Rey on Saturday. 


. "Instead of coming into Puerto Rico in triumph, they snuck in like 


thieves, hugging the coastline, getting protection from the U.S. 
Coast Guard and changing all their plans at the last moment,” said 
environmental activist Paul Watson, skipper of the Sea Shepherd. 


HEALING GLOBAL WOUNDS 
INDIGENOUS FORUM AND CEREMONY 
NEVADA TEST SITE, OCTOBER 2-12 1992 


An Historic series of activities in Las Vegas and at the Nevada 
Test Site, culminating on the 500th. anniversary of Columbus's 
arrival in America. 


- ‘The Western Shoshone Nation (a.k.a. the Nevada Nuclear. Test 


Site), is the most bombed land on earth. Since 1951, the US and 
British governments have exploded over 700 nuclear bombs. there 
(including 19 in 1990 and 7 in 1991), without the consent of the 
Shoshone and in violation of the Ruby Valley Treaty signed "in 
peace and friendship" with the United States.” In fact, all of the 
378 treaties signed between native nations and the US 
government have been broken and continue to be violated. 


A GLOBAL ANTI-NUCLEAR ALLIANCE event is being 


~ planned by the Western Shoshone National Council; Nevada 


Desert Experience; American Peace Test; Citizen Alert, Western 


’ States Legal Foundation; Hurcpean Peace Pilgrimage; Walk Across 


America for Mother Earth & other Native American, Radiation 


Survivor, peace and environmental groups. 


For more information call: Western Shoshone National Council: 
702-863-0332 Nevada Desert Experience: 702-646-4814 . Citizen 
Alert:702-648-8982 American Peace Test: 702-386-9834. Western 
States Legal Foundation: 510-839-5877 


HOLLAND: THAT SINKING FEELING 


A committee in Holland, the "Comit 'Oplossing V.O.C.-ship™ 
(i.e. Committee Solution V.O.C.- ship) proposes the sinking of a 
famous replica of a colonial ship to show the people of Latin 
America its historic awareness of 500 years of plunder and 
oppression of the Americas and to stress its present-day 
responsibility for the tragic state of poverty most Latin Americans 
have to live in. In its first statement issued om october 5, the 
Committee announced the date of the sinking will be October 12, 
1992 when the poor of Latin America have to endure the date-rape 
of misplaced celebrations on the day Columbus erroneously 
"discovered" America in 1492. The care-taker of the ship- the 
Nautical Museum in Amsterdam -immediately called the police 
to ask for protection when it heard of the proposal. Ignoring the 
fact that it was only a proposal and that the whole process of 
reaching a verdict on the ship will be subjected to a democratic 
vote of all who think they are involved. 


The V.C.C. stands for Verenigde Gostindische Compagnie which 
means the United Eastindia Company. This private enterprise was 
set up in the 17th century under licence of the Dutch Republic to 
colonize the parts of Southeast Asia which is now known as 
Indonesia. Until 1949 the Dutch ruled this enormous string of 
islands -- a very rich country which for example was the birth- 
place of the Royal Dutch Shell oilcompany. The Indonesians 
regained their independence after bitter struggle wherein the 
Dutch showed their ability to be as blunt as the US were in 
Vietnam. But.the Dutch can still hide behind general oblivion due 
to the fact that there were no TV-reports in those days. A few 
years ago a couple of Dutch institutions -- the municipality of 
Amsterdam, the governmental Department of Social Affairs, a 
museum and a lot of sponsors -- started to build a replica of one 
of the ships. with which the V.O.C. used to plunder its colony. 
This was done as a unemployment-project (the building of the 
replica, not the plundering of Dutch East India). Old hand-work 
techniques were used in building it. Since 1990 this ship has been 
exhibited as a "floating monument of a glorious era". The 
committee thinks this is a floating insult. 


But they have a solution to get rid of this mistaken monument of 
plunder, oppression and slave-trading (an enterprise in which the 
Dutch were highly specialized), They propose to sink the ship on 
that historic day of 12 October 1992 as a gesture of goodwill to 
the oppressed in Latin America. The sinking has to be performed 
on-a well visible spot accessible to the public and in such a way 
that part of the ship will remain above the water to keep its 
character as a monument -- but with its right meaning this time. 
The committee counts on the mass-media to transmit this symbolic 
gesture to every comer of the globe. 


The commitiee in no way considers the sinking of the ship as a 
means of ‘Wiedergutmachung' to the misdemeanor of five 
centuries of exploitation, but hopes it will be understood as a 
symbolic death which has to be followed by a real repayment of 
the hardships inflicted upon, not only Latin America, but the 
Third World as a whole. It will send out the message that not 
everybody. in the rich Western world agrees neither with the past 
nor with the current economic order. The committee understands 


the sensitive nature of its proposal. Not only -- or rather not at all 
--. because of the costs for building the ship (eight and a half 
million Dutch guilders or nearly five millon dollars), but because 
a lot of (jobless) people contributed to its construction and also 
because public opinion is divided on the issue. In order to reach 
a just verdict regarding the ship, the committee will take care to 
organize a public Tribunal a month before the final date, to 
democraticly decide upon its future. During the Tribunal 
everybody is invited to express his or her point of view on the 
matter involved and the committee encourages the use of 
documents, exhibitions, testimony and video to stress everyone's 
plea. In the end their will a public argument and a final decision 
will be taken by vote. The committee stresses the open character 
of the Tribunal: the decision will not be limited to the two 
options of preserving the ship as it is or a the public 
shipwrecking the committee proposes. It can imagine other 
solutions, such as the transfer of the ship to the committee to 
establish a permanent exhibition of 500 years of Dutch colonia- 
lism, imperialism and the resistance against it. If the Tribunal 
decides positively to the proposed public execution of the ship, 
an ad hoc commission will be installed to organize the festivities 
and the well-attended demonstrative rally which will march to the 
actual sinking-site. 


You can reach the committee and declare your sympathy to the 
project if you write to: Comit Oplossing V.O.C.-schip, P.O.box 
63164, 1005 LD Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 


STOP PRESS : 500 rich pigs are having a dinner 
the ‘aduetiomerks’ of Columbus . 


in honour oF 
tk's ak the Guild Hall , oxPoRD oa OCTOBER. 2% 


tart talking Now abouk haw We can spoil 
ae The ied Mayor oF Londen is 985° 
Jo why can't, we! We're ofan fe any ideas... 


ANTI-EXPO PROTESTS 


The Expo '92 festival in Seville is another part of the celebration 
of 500 years of murder and theft from native indians whose land 
was discovered by Columbus. The opening of Expo in April was 
marked by militant protests and violent police repression. There 
were clashes with police in the city centre (where some shops 
were trashed), and at one of the gates to the festival as protestors 
attempted to enter. In one incident people defended themselves 
with baseball bats, clubs and bottles when cop car was driven into 
a crowd. 


On Sunday 19 April, 500 people staged a spontaneous 
demonstration after an open-air concert organised by squatters. 
Police opened fire on the demo and three people were seriously 
injured. 37 were arrested. On the next day a bridge on the way to 
EXPO was blocked by a sit-in protest against police brutality. 


On April 2ist police raided a campsite and arrested 23 more 
people, most of them from abroad. By doing so they hoped to 
show that there were some big violent international conspiracy 
against EXPO. Many of those arrested were badly beaten up. 


®In Italy, Centro Sociale Leoncavallo (Milan) organised a 200- 
strong sit-in in front of the spanish embassy in support of those 
arrested in Seville. In Venice, people entered the offices of Ansa 
(the national press agency)and wrote slogans on the walls 
protesting about media silence on Seville. In Padova, an Italian 
flower show due to be taken to EXPO was petrol bombed. 


CARNIVALALTRO VENEZIA 


A counter-carnival was held in Venice on "500 years of Indios 
resistance-- 50 years of: résistance by Venetian people against 
gentrification”. For two weeks (20th February - 3rd March 1992) 
the free carnival in Campo S.Giacomo, with concerts, theatre 
performances, videos, and food saw a big turnout of people who 
didn't accept the sick logic of sponsored "cultural events." 
Berlusconi, Swatch and Reebok were the big investors in the 
official carnival. 


The free carnival started with a 
student strike and demo 
through the town, and the 
occupation of. a palace left 
empty and abandoned — for 
fifteen years by the council. 
Other demos were organised 
where Benetton. shops got 
sprayed and empty buildings 
symbolically occupied. A 
government minister,.. De 
Michels, got attacked when he 
happened to meet the demonstrators by chance. 


AGAINST THE G7 SUMMIT IN MUNICH 


The rulers of the seven most powerful states on earth gathered for 
a World Economic Summit in Munich from July 6th to the 8th. 
Opposition to this G-7 summit was organised on the theme 
"Against the masters’ world order! 500 years of colonialism are 
500 years too much". The days of the summit were marked by 
militant protests and violent police repression, as the following 
account by an american participant makes clear: 


As the leaders of the world's richest countries met in Munich 
massive protests took place. Banned from the University, the 
planned Counter Congress had to be broken up into 7 seperate 
forums. Although under constant and intense police repression, 
15,000 people protested on Saturday. A disruption of a public 
ceremony on Monday was violently broken up by police who 
arrested 500 people. Further actions are taking place as this is 
written. 


500 years of colonialism are 500 years too many! 

The protests against the G-7 summit in Munich had been planned 
for over a year by various autonomist and radical left groups in 
Germany, and for good reason. This is the one point where the 


“leaders of the world's richest countries come. together. For 


European. opponents of imperialism, patriarchy, rascism and 
environmental destruction, this was a clear target for protest. 


Nobody expected it would be easy. Bavaria is notorious for right 
wingers, yuppies, and sadistic police. The repression started 
months beforé the economic summit. At a demo in March 
organized by the Women-Lesbian Coordination against the G-7 
a number of participants were arrested and charged under. the 
support of terrorism act for singing a satirical song. Two planning 
meetings . were violently raided. The Bavarian Ministry of the 
Interior planned on stopping a majority of protesters before they 
got to Munich and keep them imprisoned for up to two weeks, on 
the basis of their potential to commit violence. 


Counter Congress forced to split up 
To discuss the implications of the G-7 summit and ways of 
resistance to the world order, a three day Counter Congress was 


planned. Speakers were invited from all over the world: members 
of liberation struggles in the Triconi, independent opposition 
members from Eastern Europe, supporters of refugee struggles in 
Western Europe, etc. Three weeks prior to the economic summit, 
the President of the University in Munich forbid the Counter 
Congress from taking place at the University, as had been 
planned. Last minute legal proceedings were of no avail. Several 
expected speakers were denied visas by the German government. 
On the eve of the Congress, if was not even certain that it would 
take place. 


On Friday evening 2500 people met in front of the main 
University building, where the Congress was to have taken place. 
It had been decided in a meeting the night before to storm the 
University if it was unprotected by police, and although many 
participants and speakers wanted to do this, the Congress 
organizers (from the Student Senate) argued against this step. To 
avoid confrontation with the Police, they had arranged for the 
Congress to take place in 7 seperate churches scattered 
throughout Munich. After much indecisiveness the group moved 
onto the street to make a demo to a larger church where we could 
meet for the first evening and discuss what to do next. 


The demo itself was good, with lots of power. Most of us 
marched in chains [i.c. linked arms], as is typical in radical 
German demonstrations to deter and defend against police attacks. 
Wearing masks is common elsewhere in Germany to prevent 
identification, but not in Bavaria, where police come down extra 
hard against it. When we got to the Church there was further 
discussion on whether we should have stormed the University. 
Some speakers argued that we were here to talk with one another 
and not to play games with the police, while others said it was a 
sad day when the German left walked away from open doors. 
Further the point was made that the Congress as such wasn't 
going to happen, meeting in 7. seperate places. Other points were 
made that the Congress couldn't take place in a church, because 
of its role in the past 500 years of colonialism and the burning of 
millions of women as witches, aiso that discussion among people 
was impossible, as churches were built to talk from above to 
below. Many participants felt that the organizers had acted in an 
undemocratic way in deciding not to storm the University. 
Despite an energetic rally on political prisoners with activists 
around the world who had themselves been in prison or who work 
for political prisoners, all in all 1 did not find the Congress a 
success. , 


"fight, fight, fight the power, eat, eat, eat the rich" 

Police plans of stopping most demonstrators on the autobahn, 
never materialized. We were 15,000 as we got onto the streets to 
demonstrate on Saturday. Police passed out leaflets which 
claimed that they were there to help the demonstration, but that 
they wouldn't tolerate the wearing of masks, the building of black 
blocks, or the use of side banners (which shielded the 
demonstration from police camaras). We had barely gotten 500 
meters when the police attacked the Women-Lesbian block, taking 
the side banners and selectively arresting one woman who they 
probably recognized from a previous demo. Throughout the 
duration of the demonstration police attacked a number of times, 
arresting 52 people in total. Despite this, we remained militant and 
kept together throughout. : 

"Piggy, piggy, piggy, go go go!" 

On Monday morning at 10, German Chancelor Kohl greeted the 
other heads of state. Hundreds of people blowing whistles and 
shouting, greeted them as well. Unfortunately, the police quickly 
drove the protesters back and chained them in behind police lines, 
As the police kept us there for hours in the sun, supporters threw 


in food, chocolate, juice and cigaretes to relieve our condition. 
One by one, the police pulled us from the crowd, sometimes 
twisting limbs, sometimes beating us with clubs. Later we were 
booked, charged with attempted disruption and kept in cramped 
cells in police busses for up to ten hours, mostly without access 
to food or water. What turned this normally disheartening 
situation into an empowering experience were the hundreds of 
supporters who demonstrated outside for our release. Minimal 
communication to our supporters was achieved by pounding on 
the walls or rocking the bus in unison, which was always met 
with great applause. As the last of us were released at lipm, we 
were met by hundreds of supporters and fresh supplies of food 
and drink. 


As you can see, there is a lot missing from this article. There was 
a lot I missed while in Munich, and as I left on Wednesday, there 
was still a lot going on. ‘The Munich press was very critical of 
the Police. Even the mayor filed a suit against the police for their 
brutality aginst the protesters on Monday. Although we didn't 
have a direct disruptional effect on the summit, which is very 
unfortunate, we did bring the topics of "third world" oppression 
and environmental destruction into public discussion, we showed 
again the. repressive reality behind the guise of democratic 
tolerance, we got to know each other a bit better, activists, 
revolutionaries, former political prisoners from around the world, 
and we gave the Bavarian Ministry of the Interior one hell of a 
bad week. 


CONTINUING NATIVE AMERICAN RESISTANCE 


In opposing the Columbus celebrations we are not just mourning 
for a lost past, It is important to recognise that the struggles of 
native americans did not end with the massacre at Wounded Knee, 
but continue today. Here are just a few examples: 


Big Mountain 

Big Mountain is one community in the Black Mesa region of 
the Navaho Reservation where today hundreds of Dine families 
live. (Dine is the Navaho name for themselves). Peabody Coal 
wants to expand it's Black Mesa strip-mining operation which 
would entail the forced removal of the Dines. In 1974 a fabricated 
dispute between Navaho and Hopi indians resulted in Congress 
passed Public Law 93-531 which mandated the relocation of 
40,000 Dine people and secured title for the execution of mineral 
development leases on Black Mesa. Public Law 93-531 was the 
capstone of decades of lies and deceit and the plight of thousands 
of relocated Dines has been one of homelessness and deprivation. 

Peabody Coal and the U.S Government have maintained a 
public face that none of the suffering is happening. The relocation 
has gone very slowly but things are now coming to a head. The 
Bush administration wants it all sorted out because Peabody Coal 
chad negotiated big deals with Japan which require immediate 
expansion. It looks like the axe will fall in the summer of 92 and 
the dramatic increase in harassment of people on the land last 
autumn bears this out. ee 


Please send reports of your solidarity to: Support For Native 
Solidarity, PO BOX 2014, Seattle WA 98111, USA. — 
Support For Future Generations. PO BOX 22134, Flagstaff. AZ 
86002. USA 


Pine Ridge and Leonard Peltier 

The Pine Ridge Sioux reservation in South Dakota sits on top 
of the largest Uranium deposits in the US. Despite longstanding 
opposition to Uranium mining by the traditional Lakotas, in the 
early 70's the state-sponsored tribal council headed by Dick 
Wilson favoured mining and murdered and assaulted it's 


opponents. The situation led to the Lakotas asking the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) for help resulting in the occupation of 
Wounded Knee in 1973. In the next few years scores of Indian 
people.at Pine Ridge were killed and hundreds more attacked. 
Despite maintaining it's highest ratio of agents to civilians in the 
US in Pine Ridge, the FBI were providing Wilson's vigilantes 
with information about AIM members and with assault weapons. 

On June 25th 1975. when two FBI agents opened fire on an 
AIM camp near Oglala, South Dakota, a shoot-out ensued which 
left both agents and AIM member Joe Stuntz dead. His death was 
never investigated. On the same day, Dick Wilson was in 
Washington DC illegally signing over one-eighth of the 
reservation for uranium development. Eventually, after more terror 
on Pine Ridge, Leonard Peltier from AIM was jailed for two life 
sentences for aiding and abetting the agents deaths, convicted on 
evidence and hearsay that the Government acknowledge over ten 
years ago was false. : 


Leonard Peltier Defence Campaign. PO BOX 583, Lawrence. KS 
66044, USA ; 


Mohawk Trial 

After a year of court proceedings, two Mohawk warriors code- 
named Lasagna and Noriega (Ronald Cross and Gordon Lazore) 
were convicted of a total of 29 charges relating to the defence of 
Kanesatake Mohawk Territory from the Canadian armed forces in 
the summer and fall of 1990, On February 19th, Cross got 4 years 
and four months in prison. Lazore got 2 years less one month. 
Roger Lazore, who was tried alongside the others, was acquitted 
of all ten charges against him. 

The remaining Mohawk 39 will soon be tried on charges of 
obstructing peace officers, participating in a riot and possession of 
firearms. Jury selection began on March 2nd and it is unlikely that 
the jury composition will be any different from the all-white jury 
that convicted Ronaid and Gordon. 


For info on the trial, contact: AKWEKS Defense Info., PO BOX 
633, Kanehsatake Mohawk Territory, Kahensatake Quebec JON 
1E0 


About ECN/56a Info Shop 


The European Counter Network is an 
evolving network based on the 
exchange of information . between 
computers via. telephone. lines... At 
present it connects a number of 
different radicalfactivist. groups. in 
Europe, as weil as having links. with 
the USA. In addition to. circulating 
news, the ECN can be used to 
organise and co-ordinate activities 
(e.g. organising simultaneous 
demonstrations in different counties). 
56a. Info. Shop is part.of an. 
international. network of info. shops 
also dedicated to circulating 
information about different movements 
and struggles. 


If you would like to recieve or distribute our bulletins, please get 
in touch (donations welcome!). We also circulate internationally 
information about struggles in the UK, so please send us any 
news, publications, etc. you think might be of interest. 
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